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times/ But the pretensions would be resisted.
'No foreign prince or potentate will be permitted
to fasten his fetters upon a nation which has so
long and so nobly vindicated its right to freedom
of opinion.' The legal position of Dr. Wiseman
would be considered and due steps taken to enforce
the law.

For four months England luxuriated in a
recrudescence of all its ancient prejudices. The
Lord Chancellor quoted King John at the Guild-
hall. Bishops vied with one another in the choice
of extravagant epithets and addressed a petition
of loyalty and remonstrance to the Queen. In
reply the sovereign was made to assure them of her
4 determination to uphold alike the rights of my
crown and the independence of my people against
all aggressions and encroachments of any foreign
power.582 Meetings of protest were held all over
the country; everywhere, too, since BusselTs letter
happily coincided with Guy Fawkes' Day, Pope
and Cardinal were committed in effigy to the
flames. Crowds broke the windows of Roman
Catholic churches. So serious did the feeling
become that the Catholic authorities were doubtful
if it was wise for Wiseman to return.83

But the Cardinal was equal to the occasion. He
hurried back to England and immediately issued
an able i Appeal to the English Nation' which not
only did much to quieten public sentiment but even
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